[Pulmonary artery reconstruction for extreme tetralogy of Fallot and similar complex heart diseases before cardiopulmonary bypass].
It is sometimes difficult to repair the pulmonary artery in extreme tetralogy of Fallot and other similar complex heart diseases, such as pulmonary atresia with major aorto-pulmonary collateral arteries, because of their complexity. Therefore, cardiopulmonary bypass takes longer in these patients than in those with usual tetralogy of Fallot. We undertook reconstruction of the pulmonary artery in 4 cases of extreme tetralogy of Fallot and other similar complex heart diseases before cardiopulmonary bypass. We investigated the cardiopulmonary bypass time in these patients and compared it with that in patients with usual tetralogy of Fallot. There was no significant difference in cardiopulmonary bypass time between the two groups. In the 4 extreme cases, the postoperative course was uneventful. We conclude that this attempt reduced the cardiopulmonary bypass time and facilitated the surgical correction.